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(a) During the closed season for taking oysters, a person may take seed
oysters from the natural bars of the State marked by the Department for a period not
exceeding one month in any one year, at times designated by the Department. The
seed oysters shall be taken only in accordance with rules and regulations the
Department prescribes, sold only to lessees of private oyster grounds, delivered only
on leased oyster bottoms and subject to the provisions of § 4-1103(c) of this title.

(b) The Secretary may establish by rule or regulation daily catch limits on
the quantities of oysters which may be caught from the waters of the State except
leased areas and aquaculture enterprise zones, and may amend the daily catch limits
to conserve the public oyster resource. Notice of the establishment or amendment of
these catch limits, including all applicable reasons for the Department’s action, shall
be given before publication, to the Joint Committee on Administrative, Executive,
and Legislative Review and by publication of the notice in at least one newspaper of
general circulation in the State, in at least one newspaper of general circulation in
each county in which the affected waters are located, and on the website of the
Department not less than one week prior to the effective date.

(c) A person may not land, sell, or attempt to land or sell on any day oysters
from the waters of the State exceeding the daily catch limit established by the
Secretary by more than 10 percent. However, in emergencies, the Department may
authorize unloading up to two daily catch limits in 1 day. A licensed oyster buyer or
dealer may sell or attempt to sell oysters which he shows were purchased from
another catcher.

(d)  All oysters landed or offered for sale on any day by any person licensed
to catch oysters which are in excess of the daily catch limit shall become the property
of the State, and payment shall be made directly to the State by the buyer or receiver
of the oysters at the same price paid the catcher for the balance of his catch. All funds
received under this subsection shall be deposited to the credit of the Fisheries
Research and Development Fund and shall be used for repletion of the natural oyster
bars of the State.

[Previous][Next]


http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2020RS/Statute_Web/gnr/4-1008.1.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2020RS/Statute_Web/gnr/4-1009.1.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2020RS/Statute_Web/gnr/4-1008.1.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2020RS/Statute_Web/gnr/4-1009.1.pdf

